MARC & RDA

@ This page has been moved over to https://support.goalexandria.com/knowledge-base/best-practices-for-marc-rda/

MAchine-Readable Cataloging (MARC) is a format that allows (& [+ ] 2 accon |
computers to exchange and interpret bibliographic information. It makes
it easy to store and transfer book or other library resource information @ MARC View
between systems. Leader - A fixed field that comprises the first 24 character positions (00-23) of each record and
provides information for the processing of the record.
Resource Description & Access (RDA) is a "package of data elements,
guidelines, and instructions for creating library and cultural heritage b Yelooo
resource metadata that are well-formed according to international 082 o+ 2 2
models for user-focused linked data applications.” MARC format is 2 398/0951
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Why was RDA created? With the advancement of technology and more N -
information being accessible on the internet, catalogers needed to R
rethink practices when it came to describing resources. So, RDA was 3 o=
introduced as a replacement to AACR2 in 2010. It's based on e ey
international standards, designed with the user in mind, compatible with R
existing records, and flexible.  1om
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Important Changes

Not every library needs to change all of their MARC records to meet RDA standards. But here are a few changes you may want to be aware of if you
use Alexandria:

Series

Series information has moved from the 490 tag to the 830 tag. Alexandria uses the 830 tag for series searches in Researcher, so it's important for
your series information to be in that tag.

To make sure all of your series information is in the right place, run the Fix Series utility. You can also run this utility anytime you import new MARC
records and notice series information is in the 490 tag.

Publisher

Publisher information has moved from the 260 tag to the 264 tag. You won't need to move publisher information to properly use Alexandria, but it's a
difference you may notice in some records.

Medium

Medium information has moved from the 245_h tag to the 336, 337, and 338 tags. That's right—medium is contained in three separate fields in RDA
format. Again, you won't need to move medium information to the new format to properly use Alexandria.

Take a look at the Mediums in Alexandria page for more information on this change, including how to switch formats and how ltems Management and
Authority Control handle mediums.
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If you're interested in quickly converting your library's MARC records to RDA format, save time by using Alexandria's EnhanceMARC
powered by Mitinet!


https://www.loc.gov/marc/faq.html
http://www.rda-rsc.org/content/rda_faq
http://support.companioncorp.com/display/ALEX/Titles+Catalog+Utilities#TitlesCatalogUtilities-FixSeries
http://support.companioncorp.com/display/ALEX/Mediums+in+Alexandria
https://support.goalexandria.com/knowledge-base/best-practices-for-marc-rda/
http://support.companioncorp.com/display/ALEX/BestMARC
http://support.companioncorp.com/display/ALEX/BestMARC
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